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assert, that this maxim hath been often controlled, and that
on the contrary a considerable number of early penitents
have been received into grace, who are now an ornament,
happiness, and support to the nation

Neither do I find any murmuring on some other points
of greater importance, where this favourite maxim is not so
strictly observed.

To instance only in one. I have not heard that any care
hath hitherto been taken to discover; whether Madam
Violantel be a Whig or Tory in her principles, or even that
she hath ever been offered the oaths to the Government; on
the contrary I am told that she openly professes herself to
be a high-flyer, and it is not improbable, by her outlandish
name she may also be a Papist in her heart 3 yet we see this
illustrious and dangerous female openly caressed by principal
persons of both parties, who contribute to support her in a
splendid manner, without the least apprehensions from a
grand jury, or even from Squire Hartley Hutcheson him-
self, that zealous prosecutor of hawkers and libels 2 And
as Hobbes wisely observes, so much money being equival-
ent to so much power, it may deserve considering with
what safety such an instrument of power ought to be trusted
in the hands of an alien, who hath not given any legal
security for her good affection to the government.

I confess, there is one evil which I could wish our friends
would think proper to redress. There are many Whigs in
this Kingdom of the old-fashioned stamp, of whom we
might make very good use, They bear the same loyalty

1  A famous rope-dancer of that lime   [H ]

2  A justice of the peace, who afterwards gave Swift farthei provoca-
tion   It was Hutcheson who signed Faulkner's committal to prison for
printing " A New Proposal for the Bettei Regulation and Improvement
of Quadrille," a pamphlet which Swift did not wnte, but which had
his favour.   A jeeimg insinuation was made against the famous Sergeant
Bettesworth,   whom  Swift had already lampooned,  and Bettesworth
complained to the House of Commons.   Hutcheson aided Bettesworth
in this prosecution, causing Swift to be roused to a strong indignation
against such unconstitutional proceedings.

te Better we all were in our graves,
Than live in slavery to slaves."

These are the lines beginning one of his more trenchant lampoons
against the magistrate.   [T. S ]